Tall Buildings in Numbers

Without big dreams, there would be no tall buildings. Conceiving, financing, designing, and
constructing a skyscraper is no simple feat, even under the best of conditions. Many projects
have had torturously slow gestation periods; many more have failed to start or were interrupted
and cancelled. Naturally, we began to wonder how many tall buildings were started and not
finished, and which held the records for longest construction time. Rumors of resurrections
persist, and today’s long shot is tomorrow’s sure thing. ..

In this study, a building is considered to be “Never Completed”when site works had begun, but
were completely halted, and no reports indicate that construction will continue. The site may go
on to accommodate a new building, different to the original design, that may or may not retain

the original construction.

The total number of 150-meter or
taller buildings currently on hold
(i.e., construction had started
and stopped, but is planned to
resume) around the world.
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Nakheel Tower India Tower Russia Tower Chicago Spire Doha Convention Burj Al Alam Palace of Soviets Lam Tara Tower 1 Lighthouse Tower  Fairwell International
1,000+ m/3,280+ft 700 m /2,296 ft 612 m/ 2,008 ft 610 m /2,000 ft Center Tower 510m/1673ft 495m /1,624 ft 454 m /1,490 ft 402m /1,319t Center
Dubai Mumbai Moscow Chicago 551 m /1,808 ft Dubai Moscow Dubai Dubai 397m /1,302 ft
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The Metropolitan Life North
Annex in New York was
intended to have 100 stories,
but construction was halted
in 1933 at the 31st floor. It
was finally completed at that
level in 1950.

Stopped: 2012

The Palace of Soviets in Moscow
was actually started in 1937, but
construction was halted during
frame construction with the
coming of World War II. It would
have been topped with a statue
of Vladimir Lenin, making it the
world’s tallest structure.

Stopped: 1997

The Waterview Tower in Chicago
started construction in 2006 and was
intended to be 319 meters tall with

89 floors. Construction was halted in
2008 at the 26th floor. It was eventually
redesigned and completed at the
shorter height of 188 meters, and
renamed OneEleven.
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The graph below displays the buildings (200m+) with the longest construction times. Some projects are still under construction (as indicated with an arrow).

a Ryugyong Hotel, Pyongyang, 330 m, 28+ Years

e Plaza Rakyat, Kuala Lumpur, 382 m, 21+ Years
e Xiamen International Centre, Xiamen, 340 m, 20+ Years
o AIC Empire Tower, Pasig, 200 m, 17+ Years
o Tianjin International Trade Tower, Tianjin, 250 m, 16 Years
o BSA Twin Towers, Mandaluyong, 221 m, 16 Years
o Foshan International Plaza, Foshan, 208 m, 16 Years
o United International Mansion, Chongqing, 287 m, 15 Years
o Dalian International Trade Center, Dalian, 365 m, 13+ Years
@ Shanghai World Financial Center, Shanghai, 492 m, 11 Years
m 66 Towers, Shanghai, 262 m, 11 Years
@Hung Cheung Plaza, Shenzhen, 218 m, 11 Years
@Federat\on Towers - Vostok Tower, Moscow, 373 m, 10+ Years
@ Gate of the Orient, Suzhou, 302 m, 10+ Years

@ JR Central Office Tower, Nagoya, 245 m, 10 Years
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Metropolitan Life
North Annex
390 m /1,280 ft*
New York City
Started: 1931
Stopped: 1933

Lam Tara Tower 2 Post and Telecom Sino Steel Faros de Panama Torre Planetarium | Skycity Waterview Tower  City Halland Duma  Torre Planetarium Il
384m /1,260 ft Building International Plaza T2 Torre Central 343m /1,125 ft 335m/ 1,099 ft 319m /1,047 ft 308m/ 1,012 ft 305m/ 1,001 ft
Dubai 364 m/1,193ft 358m /1,175 ft 346m /1,135 ft Panama City Mandaluyong Chicago Moscow Panama City
Started: 2008 Xiamen Tianjin Panama City Started: 2008 Started: 1997 Started: 2006 Started: 2006 Started: 2008
Stopped: 2010 Started: 1996 Started: 2009 Started: 2008 Stopped: 2008 Stopped: 1997 Stopped: 2008 Stopped: 2008 Stopped: 2008
Stopped: 1997 Stopped: 2010 Stopped: 2008

* Height Estimated

. Begun in 1990, but abandoned mid- If built as intended by 2014,
Although never built, Nakheel Tower, X X X .
. construction due to financial constraints, Pentominium would have been
which would have been the tallest . ) . S
S . the incomplete Centro Financiero the second-tallest building in
building in the world, is remembered for . .
. : K X Confinanzas (aka Torre David) in Caracas the world. The project began
its innovative design that included four . .
. . . was occupied by several hundred construction in 2008, but was
continual vertical wind slots along the L .
height of the tower Venezuelan families in need of shelter. In put on hold in 2011 after 30
9 July 2014, residents were relocated. stories had already been built.
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